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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL Nov 17 2010

Joseph Henry Cantrell, Jr.
5032 Chumuckla Highway
Pace, FL 32571

RE: MUR 6302 -

Dear Mr. Cantrell:

On June 8, 2010, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint
filed aguinst you alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended (“Act”). On November 4, 2010 based upon the information
contained in the anmplaint, and iafosmation pravirier by you, the Commission decided to
dismiss the eomplaint and close its file in this mettes.

The Commission encourages you to review the General Counsel’s Report, which
sets forth the statutory and regulatory provisions considered by the Commission in this
matter. A copy of the dispositive General Counsel’s Report is enclosed for your
information and future reference. The Commission reminds you, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

§§ 432(e), 433(a) and 434(a), conceming the timely submission of required filings, to
take steps to ensure that your conduct is in caenpliance witi1 the Act and Commission
regulations. For further informetion on the Act, please refer to the Commissitin’s wobsite
at www.fec.gov ‘ar camtact the Commission’s Public Infounmaiion Divisian at (202) i94-
1100.

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days.
See Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files,
68 Fed. Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003).
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If you have any questions, please contact Frankie D. Hampton, the paralegal
assigned to this matter, at (202) 694-1650.

Sincerely,

Christopher Hughey

BY:

Complaints Examination and
Legal Administration

Enclosure
General Counsel’s Report
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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Under the Enforcement Priority System, nosteers thut are iow-rated |

|are
forwarded to the Commission with a recommendation for dismissal. The Commission has
determined that pursuing low-rated matters, compared to other high-rated matters on the
Enforcement docket, warrants the exercise of its prosecutorial discretion to dismiss these cases.
The Office of General Counsel scored MUR 6302 as & low-rated mattr.

In this matter, the complainant, Brian Tucker, asserts that Joe Cantrell and Joe Cantrell’s
unregistered principal campaign committee, failed to file both a Sut_ement of Candidacy on a
FEC Form 2 and a Statement of Organization on a FEC Form 1, within fiffeen days of making
expenditares in cacess of $5,000.' Sre2 U.S.C. §8 432(c), 433 sad 11 C.F.R. §§ 101.1, 102.2.
The camplainant attackus an image of 2a April 27, 2010 chock from “Campaign Account of Joe
Cantrell,” made payahle to the Secretary of State of Flarida, for “Qual. Fees for Cong.” in the
amount of $6,960. The complaint, dated May 12, 2010, states that the candidate has not yet filed
either of the aforementioned forms.

In response, Mr. Cantrell submitted both his FEC Form 2 Statement of Candidacy,
deuimﬁnglonq:hﬁenryCanue!lJr.,Joeﬁ:rCm[:ic],lndJHCmtrell,Jr.inhis official

! Although the complsinant specifically alleges that these forms were not filed within fiftcen days of muking
$5,000 in expenditures, Commission regulations provide that the FEC Form 2 shall be filed within fiftcen days of
becoming a candidate az! the FEC Form | shall be filed within ten days of the desigimtion of the principal
campaign committee. 11 C.F.R. §§ 101.1, 102.2.
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Case Closure Under EPS - MUR 6302
Page20f)

capacity as treasurer (“Committee™), as his principal campaign committee, and the Committee's

FEC Form 1 Statement of Organization, both dated June 17, 2010. Mr. Cantrell's response did
not include any further information or explanation. A review of the Commission's Report Image
Database reflects that a Statement of Candidacy and a Statement of Organization were filed on
June 17, 2010, while the Committee’s Jaly Quartesly Repont was Rked on July 27, 2610.

It appears thet Mr. Cantrell beounso a camtidate no istir than Aptil 7, 2010, when he
expended $11,000 of his own fuiks in cenneotion with bis mendidacy.? Basod on the Apeil 7
date, Mr. Caatrell sbould have filed an FEC Form 2 Ststement of Candidaey within fifteen days,
or by April 22, 2010, and the Committee should have filed its FEC Form 1, Statement of

Organization, within ten days thereafter, or by May 2, 2010. See 2 U.S.C. §§ 432(e), 433 and
11 C.FR. §§ 101.1, 102.2. Thus, it appears that Mr, Cantrell’s FEC Form 2 Statement of
Candidacy and the Committee's FEC Form 1 Statement of Organization were not filed timely.

Mr. Cantrell and the Committee have since made the required filings. Additionally, it appears '
that the Committee’s July Quarterly Report, due July 15, 2010, and received on July 27, 2010,
was also uittinvely fiied.

In ligin of thw fuct thet Mr. Cantmedi, and his Committee, havs now filed FEC Fotnms 1

and 2, compled with the Committee’s low level of activity, and in furtherance of the
Commission’s priarities and resources, relative ta other mattars pending en the Enforcement
docket, the Office of Genexal Counsel believes that the Commission shonld exercise its

prosecutorial discretion and dismiss this matter. See Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821 (1985).
Additionally, this Office intends on reminding Joe Cantrell and Joseph Henry Cantrell Jr. Joe for
Congress and JH Cantrell, in his official capacity as treasurer, of the requirements under 2 U.S.C.

2 The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“the Act™) defines “candidate” as an individual
who smeds elnagien to fecioral offioe 2 US.C. § 481(2). /i individual is daumed tn smxk ismination when he o

recelved contributions or made expenditures in excess of $5,000. /d. The Committee’s 2010 July Quarterly Report
discloses that Mr. Cantrell loaned his commigtee $11,000 on April 7, 2010.
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§§ 432(c), 433(a) and 434(a), concerning the timely submission of required disclosure reports
with the Federal Election Commission.

RECOMMENDATJIONS

The Office of General Counsel recommends that the Commission dismiss MUR 6302,
close the file, and approve the sppropriate letters. Additiomlly, this Office revormmnends thmt the
Commission remind Jog Cxntrid] &nd Joseph Heury Gamtrell Jr. Joe for Congsess and JH
Cantrell, in his official capanity as traaswirer, of the requirements onder 2 U.8.C.
§§ 432(e), 433(a) and 434(n), concerning the timely submission ef required disclosure reports
with the Federal Election Commission. | '

Christopher Hughey
Acting General Counsel
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